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theory may be rather contrary to some previous classifi-
cations, but I believe it will be found correct, as it tends
to clear away certain difficulties not otherwise easily
disposed of, and I hope to develop it further in coming
to the coinage of the restoration.

What I will call the pre-restoration varieties of the
cross fitchee mint-mark are (with the exception of some
York pennies of Bishop Nevill) only found on coins of
the London Mint. Unlike the previous mint-marks, the
cross fitchee seems to have reached none of the provincial
mints during the pre-restoration period, but, as I have
observed, silver coins of both Bristol and York with the
sun and the lys mint-marks, and which have trefoils
instead of quatrefoils at the sides of the bust, have all
the other characteristics of the latest pre-restoration coins
of the capital, and I think there can be no doubt but
that they are contemporary with the earlier cross fitchee
coins of London [PL XY. 2, 4], By what appears an
unaccountable freak, some Canterbury half-groats with
the cinquefoil mint-mark (the last one of Edward IY)
appear to have the early variety of cross fitchee on the
obverse; but apart from this exception, it does not
appear on any Canterbury coins.

It will be observed that it is on the cross fitchee silver
coins of London, and those of the provincial mints which
I have assumed to be contemporary with them, that the
peculiar H's appear generally, which have been so specially
associated with the coins of the restoration period,
although their use was well established before that time.
They are often spoken of as B's used in the place of I('s,
but of course they are distinctly the latter letter, although
the inward curve of the tail on worn or badly struck
coins has a curiously B-like appearance.